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alive. Every word has for him its own
cadence, its own music, its own
personality. Translating poetry of another

culture into English is no easy matter. |

;JJ}‘L—IM“ ¥ :Jﬁ&:lJIIJL"LMh iq'r



had the privilege of listening to some such
translations at the college of poetry in San
Francisco in 1963. Most of them sounded
no better than doggerel. It was Rudyard
Kipling who, for the first time, brought
under focus with his typical realism the
unbridgeable gulf that separated different
cultures. The East is East and the West is
West, he said and never twain shall meet.
Sleem Gilani deserves full credit for
having bridged the gulf. He has achieved
a singular triumph by blending two
basically different literary traditions into a

perfectly harmonious aesthetic unity." (19)
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